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hs as concerning this Sect, we know 


that 10 2 r where ſpoken againſt. 


Dagegen the many fmousandgrace- 
ful Paſſages in the Conduct and 
Behaviour of the Great Apoltle 

Pe, this, to which our Text 
refers: us, is none of the leaſt. 

Hf is now, as a Priſoner, advancing 1 to- 

wards:Rome ; the Brethren in the Faith for 

which he had ſo earneſtly contended, go out 
to meet him: Eager to fee and converſe 
with a Perſon of whom- they had heard fo 
many Great, and Good things. Some went 
as far as &4fpii Forum, a bout fifty Miles; 
others as far as the Three Taverns, about 


15 | thirty. Miles from the City. This Kindneſs 


and ReſpeR our Apoſtle firſt receives with 
all Thankfulneſs to God, and then i improves 


Ge and thus He came to Rome., Upon his 


| of £ Priſons t the Captain Ot the Guar 
I 555 A 2 e And 


as;a Support and Encouragement to Him- 


Uthe Cent uriom delivers up his Char 855 
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And as, at his firſt taking Paul into Cu- 


ſtody, he had been charged by Felix to al- 
low him his Liberty; ſo he became much 


More a Friend to Him upon the Good Opi- 


nion he had juſtly conceived of Him 1n 
their Journey ; and could not but be par- 
ticularly ſenfible how much He owed to 
the eye in the late Shipwrack, in which 
He and his Company had been ſo wonder- 
fully delivered ; and? therefore obtains for 


him that ſpecial Favour to dwell by himſelf, 


with a Soldier appointed to keep. Him. 
Tr1s Liberty St. Paul well knew how 
to make uſe of, both to the Advantage of 
 Himſelfand his Cauſe: Tho? we do not find 
he was ſo much concerned for his own Se- 


curity, as he was to * ag Chriſtiani- 


ty; for which, he elſewhere tells us, He 
Twas willing not only to be bound, bat to die. 
Hx loſes no time in ſetting about what 
| was fit to be done: but after three Days, 
which very likely might be ſpent in con- 
ſulting with his God, his Friends, and his 
own Spirit; He calls together the Chief of 
the Jews which Reſided in that City. And 
now, like one perfectly acquainted with 
all the Arts of wiſe Management, but at 
the ſame time under the immediate Dire- 
Qion and Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, we 
find him opening his Caſe, and thè Reaſons 
pf his being brought into ſuch 'a- Circum: 


78 


24 


2 >. 7 
G 


ever) where ſpoken qgainſt. | 3 


ſtance. If any Addreſs in the World could 
have gain'd upon ſo ſullen, and Bigotted 
a People, methinks that very juſt and af- 
fect ing account he gives of Hitnfelf, ſhould 
ha vd melted them into the moſt favourable 
Thoughts imaginable: And ſhould have 


— 


made em look upon that very Chain as an 


Ornament, which he tells em he was bound 
with, for a ſtrenuous and faithful Adhering 
to what had all along been the Expectat ion 
of their Fathers ; and what, to that day, 
was the common prevailing Hope of Iſrael; 
namely, the coming of the Meſſiub, and the 
Reſarrettion of the Dead. $3 "Th 

How Noble and Excellent is the Spirit ? 
How moving the Eloquence that ſhines in 
thoſe four Verſes, 17, 18, 19, 20. Men and 
Brethren, tho I have committed nothing a- 
gainſi the People or Cuſtoms of our Fathers, 


yet was I delivered Priſoner from Jeruſalem 


into the hands of the Romans. And that 
you may not think I give a falſe Account 
of my ſelf, in aſſuring you that I ſuffer 
without Caufe, I deſire no further Favour. 
at your hands, than that my Judges, before 
whom I was tryed, may witneſs for me 
who when they had examined me, would haue 
let me go, becauſe there was nocauſe of Death 
in me. Should you farther ask how Mat- 
ters then come to be carried thus high, in 


Rill proceeding againſt me? The plain 


4 3 State 


W 


11 
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State of the Caſe is this; The Jews were 
ſo far from falling iz with the declared O- 
pinion of my Judges, that they were the 
more heated and incenſed by it; ſo that, in 
meer Self- Preſer vation, I was conſtrained to 
appeal unto Cæſar. Hereupon he immedi- 
ately adds res to the Temper of true 
my Nation of. Aſter all theſe Provocations, 
and this Barbarous Treatment, I am yet 
ready to forgive, and to do all the Service 
and Good I can tc, my Nation and People: 
So that you have nothing to, fear or ſuſpet 
from me, as if I ſhould now plead my Own 
Cauſe before the Emperor to Your-Detri- 
ment: For, to give you full Proof that 1 
have no ſuch III- Will towards you; I have, 
thus preſently upon my Arrival, called fur 
you, to fee you, and to ſpeak with you, that 


might aſſure you, It is not with any De- 
fign to reflect upon the Fews,. that I am 


come hither, but to aſſert and maintain the 
Great things that are Ong expected, 
and hoped for, by them. Fr the Hepe d 


Hrael I am hound with this Chain. And here, 


methinks, if the Generous way of aſſerting 
his Innocence could not make them his 
Friends, the happy manner of ſhowing and 
pleading bis. Chain muſt do it. Les, for 
the Preſent they give into what He had 
aid, Me neither received Letters aut A 0 u- 
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dæa concerning thee, neither any of the Bre- 
thren that came ſhewed, or . pale any harm of 
Thee. And more than this, they ſeem'd 
diſpos'd to hear his Thoughts in the Matters 
of Chri/tiantty too: But whilſt ſome became 


_ Converts, it ſhould ſeem,” that others be- 


came Enemies; And fo it prov'd amongſt 
them, as they reported it was: in all other 
Places, That as concerning this Sec, it was 
every where ſpoken againſt. 50 | 
Such is the Power of Prejudice, and of 
differing Sentiments in Matters of Religion, 
that tho Chriſtianity it ſelf was the Cauſe 
in Diſpute ; tho? ſo great and Accompliſhed 
a Perſon as the Apoſtle Paul was the Ad vo- 
ate, and He too inſpired by tlie Holy 
Ghoſt; yet the Generality were rather Pro- 
vok'd, than Perſwaded by Him. How 
much more muſt this be the Cafe; where 
Matters more intricate are Debated ; and 
Perſons in every reſpect leſs able to manage 
them are concerned in them. However, 
let the Run of the World be never ſo vio- 
lent againſt thoſe that are truly Good; we 
have hers a. moſt Encouraging Example to 
look to: One that did not think it a Diſho- 
nur, nor did He think it in vain to ſtand 
up for thoſe, who were every where ſpoken 


againſt; nor was he afraid to profeſs him- 


ſelf One of them; nor did he at laſt decline 
to ſuffer Martyrdom on this account. 80 
5 A4 that 


Fe | 
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Ius Religion may be 


+ 
1 


that from hence we may very fairly take 
occaſion to conſider theſe three things. 


I. Tur true Religion, and the Profeſ- 


ſors of it, may be every where ſpoken 
„ 
II. Tnar this may happen even amongſt 


ſuch as pretend to the ſame Religion, 


as well as amongſt thoſe who profeſs 
to be of the moſt different Religions in. 

the World. 2 06.3 
III. WHAT is the Duty of ſuch as are 
truly Pious, and Conſcientious in ſuch 

A Gaſe. en 

I. THESE Words do moſt plainly ugg 
this to us, that True Religion, and the Pro- 
feſſors of it, may be every where ſpoken a- 
8 The Hiſtory of our LORD, and of 
is APOSTLEsS, do's abundantly prove thus 
much, That never any Man ſpake, or 
wrought Miracles, liv'd, or dy*d, as FE- 
SUS CHRIST did; nor did ever ſuch a 
Spirit of Power, of Wiſdom, of Holineſs, 
of Goodneſs, appear in the World, as that 
which f1Pd and guided his firſt Diſciples ; 
and yet the ſame Hiſtory informs us of the 
continual Reproaches, and Slanders the 
hard Uſage and Perſecutions which they 
every where met with, 


As 


* — ; 


elt - 


r 


He was commonly Reproach'd with his 
mean Extract, and Condition. A ſpite- 
« ful malicious Proverb concerning the 


Country where He was brought up, was 


« what the Jews laid as great weight up- 


on (fays an Excellent Writer) as if that 


alone was enough to confute all his Mi- 
« racles: When once they had ſhot that 
“Bolt at him, Can any good thing come. out 
« of Nazareth, the Buſineſs was concluded 


clear againſt him. But adding to this 
their Exceptions againſt his ſeemingly mean 


and poor Circumſtances in the World, this 


they found a yet more taking Reaſon for 


Rejecting Him ; fince a preſent Kingdom 
and Temporal Greatneſs was what their 
Hearts All run out after. The Miracles of 
CHRIST they aſcrib'd to the Devil. And 
in his Converſation they Reflected on Him 


as a Friend and Familiar of Publicans and 


Sinners. Tho? at the ſame time they faw 
that his Miracles were wrought to diſpoſſeſs 
the Devil, and to deſiroy his Works; and 
that He converſed with Sinners no other 
way but in order to the making them Saints, 
and bringing them to Repentance: But ſuch 
notorious Inconſiſtencies and Contradicti- 
ons do Men ſpread, and take up with, when 
they once ſet themſelves to villify Goodneſs, 
and Good Men. . Once more it was ae. - 


every where ſpoken againſt. 9 
As for our Bleſſed SAVIOUR, you know 
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Contempt that they thought to throw upon 
our LORD, by putting the Queſtion, Have 


any of the Rulers or Phariſees believed on 
him? Hereby ſetting all the Power and Au- 
thority both of Church and State, the Lear- 
ned and the Rich againſt CHRIST, 
and his followers, - whom they reviled as 
Ignorant and literate, Vile and Ac- 
curled. | | N | 
Now as the Maſter of the Houſe met 
with ſuch Treatment, fo ſhall we find it 
was afterward with Them of his Houſehold. 
Tho' indeed the Preaching of the ApoSTLES 


was ſtrangely ſucceſsful as to fome, yet it 


Was as ſtrangel d by others. It 
was uſual to —_ e Perſons; 
ſometimes they were mock'd and deſpiſed 
as Men full of Wine, Acts 2. x3. ſometimes 
they were charged with being mad, and 
befides themſelves, Acts 26. 24. ſometimes 
Men were fo provok'd by their Preaching, 
that they immediately laid violent Hands 
on them, and impriſex'd them; and in 
Courts of Judicature ſeverely threatued 
them, and commanded then uot to teach in 
the Name of 165 s, AAS 4. 2, 3, 18. The 
Phariſees, . who- were violently ſet upon 
their Ceremonies, and furiouſly zealous. for 
the Honour of their Church, ohoughs they 
could never breathe out; 'Threatnings and 


Slaughter faſt enough againſt, the Diſt 2 7 
e119. | En 0 


* 


6 SI IE 


: every where | ſpoken againſt. 11 


\ of the Lord : as the "Account is given of 
Saul, Acts 9. 1. who lived after the ſtricteſt 
, | $24 of the Publick Religion, a Phariſee, 


Acts 26. 5. and who acted particularly 


under their Direction. The Sadducees, 
on the other hand, who were become meer 
$ | Sexſnalifts, and had thrown off all Inward 
Religion, denying: that there was either 

Angel or Spirit, or that there ſhould be 


tor ſome Political Rea ſons complying with 


c | profeſſing a Regard: to the Law of Moſes ; 


it theſe Saddacees, I ſay, had no Patience to 


Tt || hear the Doctrine of the AvosTLEs, 
Aer 5. 17. Then the High Prieſt roſe up, 
d end all they that were: with him, (which 
es the Sect of the Sadducees) and were filled 
1d | with Indignation, and laid their Hands on 
es the aApoſiles, and put them in the Common 


g, Friſan. 


the Magiſtrates, and commanded to be 
beatep, ch. 5. 40. At another Place they 
were endangered by. the Clamours and 


2 em, and aſſaulted the Houſe where 
ey were, Acts 17. 5. The Jews which be- 
leued not took unto them certain lud Ful. 
lot of, the baſer ſurt, aud gathered a-Com- 


, | 


any Reſurrection from the Dead; but yet 


1, the Eſtabliſh'd Worſhip, and outwardly 
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Ar one Place they are brought before 


Riots of the Commer People, who roſe a- 


pany. aud ſet all the City ou an uprove': and 
W aſſaulted. 
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aſſaulted the Houſe of Jaſon, and ſought to 


bring them (Paul and Silas) out unto the 


People: And when they found them not, 
they drew Jaſon and certain Brethren unto 


the Rulers of the City, crying, Theſe that 


have turn d the World uffide aown, are come 


hither alſo. And thus we find Tertullus, a 
mercenary Pleader for the High Prieſt and 
Elders, forging an Accuſation againſt Paul, 
wherein he repreſents him as an Enemy 
to Church and State; a Mover of Seaition, 
and a Profaner of the Temple, Acts 24. 5,6, 
Theſe, it ſeems, have always been the To- 
picks with which Men of ill Principles have 
ſought to run down others. And when 
St. Paul had clear'd himſelf with a Pla in- 
neſs of Speech, that pour'd the utmoſt 
Contempt upon the barbarous Eloquence 


of his Accuſer, directly replying to the 
Charge, They neither found me. in the Tem- 


ple diſputing with any Man, neither raiſing 


„ up the People, neither inthe Synagogues, nor 


in the City, neither can they prove the things 
whereof they now accuſe me; when, I ſay, 
the Apoſtle had thus ſtop'd their Proſecution 
of him in a Legal way, the next thing we 
hear of, is their /aying wait for him ſecretly 


to murder him, Acts 25.3. TheeAthenians 


and ſuch as were famous for their Wit and 


Politeneſs, derided: the Plainneſs:and Sim- 
plicity of the Chriſtians, The Philoſo Nan 


b 


4 
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every where ſpoken againfl. _ 3 


and Men of Learning reproach'd 'em, for 

maintaining and teaching what they 
counted Abfſurdityd$s The Rich and Great 
N them, becauſe of their Poverty 
and Meanneſs, And hence it was that 
the Generality of the People, who are go- 
vern'd and determined by thoſe of Figure 
and of Common Fame, ſcorn'd and abuſed 
them. To be brief, The Apoſtle Paul 
himſelf has accounted for all this, when 
he tells us, that the Preaching of CHRIST 
Cxucirx'p was to the Jews @ Stumbling- 
block, and to the Greeks Foohiſhneſs. You 
may eaſily obſerve in our Apoſtle's Cata- 
logue of his Sufferings, 2 Cor. 11. 23. and 

5 Verſes, what Entertainment He 
and the Goſpel he preached, met with, not 
only in Judæa, but in other Parts of the 
World; A Summary of which we have in 
Act 20/23 where he ſays, The Holy Ghoſt 
witneſſeth in every City, that Bonds and 
Aflictions wait for ms. So true is it that 
ſincere Piety, and the Profeſſors of it, may 
be every where, and in the moſt violent 
manner ſpoken againſt, 35 


II. I am next to ſhew, That this may 
happen even amongſt ſuch as pretend to the 
ſame Religion, as well as amongſt thoſe who 
profeſs = moſt different Religions. in the 
ne oct 4 RS 
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TAE Rel Enmity and Hatred that ſhew'd 


it felf after the Fall of Man was upon a 
Religious Account, and that, when there 
was but one Religion, yea but one Family 
upon Earth: I mean in the matter of 
Cain and Abel. They were both taught 
to worſhip God, and to ſacrifice to 
him by their Father dam; tho? it ſeems 
with very different Succeſs ; For the Lord 
had reſpect unto Abel, and 2 Offering, but 
uno Cain and bis Offering he had ao reſpect. 
And upon this very Account, without any 
other Provocation that we read of, Cair's 
Hatred of his Brother ſwelPd to ſuch a 
Degree, that he roſe up againſt ens: rg and 
few him, Gen. 4. begin. 

So amongſt the Jews, | ro who in a pe- 
culiar manner were committed the Oraclec 
F God, yet we find their Conteſts very 
great, ME many dreadfut Quatrels break- 
ing out amongſt them. There were a 
Number, you know, who withſtood Moſes 
| and Aoros, even at a time when God did 
in the moſt fignal and miraculons manner 
Chooſe and Own them. And in times of 
Corruption, and the ſpreading of Immo- 
ra lit oy hd Profa neneſs, thoſe who main- 
_ tain'd a prevailing Senſe of Religion were 
hated and 1 ditreſsd. S0 Blijah was purfued 
by hab, as one that troubled Trae), and 
threataed by Jezebel, only tor his faithful 


adhering | 


2 | 


6 


N every where ſpoken avainſt. © 15 


adhering to the Law of God, and the firſt 
Inſtitutions of his Worſhip. Jeremy com- 


plains, For thy Sake I have ſuffered Rebuke, 


Jer. 15. 15. Read ch, 20. 1, 2, and you 
will find that his Sufferings were occaſionꝰd 
not by the Heather, but by the very, Priefts 
of his own Nation: Now Paſhur the Sox 
of Immer the Prieſt, who was alſo Chief 
Governour ix the Houſe of the Lord, heard 
that Jeremiah propheſied theſe things, then 
Paſhur /mote Jeremiah, and put him in the 


Stocks that were in the high Gate of Benja- 


min. And fo again the Prophet eAmos 
tells us, that Uprightneſs and ſincere Piety 
was what provoked the greateſt Hatred 
and Enmity in his time, Amos 5. 10. They 
hate him who rebuketh in the Gate, and they 
abhor him who' ſpeaketh uprightly. A Jew 
or not a Jew, yet if he Was a good Man, 
he was abhorr'd. It is ſufficiently known 
how fatal their Diviſions and Heart-burn« 
ings againſt one another were, when that 
of our Saviour was fulfill'd, That the Son 
ſhould riſe againſt the Father, and the Father 
be they of" his own Honſehold. 
Bur now. if we look into the Chriſtian 
World, the Diviſions, Contentions and Per- 
ſecutions which have prevaiPd here have 
been alſo very Numerous and very Great. 
And that not only where the Religion is 


16 True Religion may be 
manifeſtly different, as bet wixt Papiſts and 
Proteſtants it is; which, tho' they both 
bear the Name of Chriſtians, yet are cer. 
tainly moſt oppoſite to one another: but 
even amongſt Proteſtants Themſelves, who 
are of the ſame Religion, has there been 
the ſame ſpiteful and reproachful Speaking 
againſt one or other Party of them. I fay 
of the. ſame Religion, for it is an Artifice 
of the Devil and of Deſigning Men, to put 
it into Peoples Heads, that a Difference in 
ſome External Modes of Worſhip makes 
different Religions; but give me leave to 
repeat it even amongſt Proteſtants Them. 
luer, that is, 'Fhoſe who profeſs to take 
the Bible for the only Rule of their Faith 
and Worſhip,” who ſubſcribe the ſame Ar- 
ticles,” agree in the ſame Ordinances and 
Inſtitutions, and who preſs the very ſame 
Duties of practical Godlineſs and Religion, 
yet has it ſo happened, that ſome have been 
every where ſpoken againſt by others. We 
have too many ſad Proofs of this in the 
Hiſtory of our own Nation, and the Tem- 
ou of our own Times, to need farther En- 
argement. And indeed theſe things are 
fitter to be Read and 'Talk'd of elſewhere, - 
3 ; 3 to be Publiſh'd in ſuch a Place as 


3 
**. : 


= ir will be more to your Advantage, and 
: , therefore,” I doubt not, will be more accep- 
17752 6 | table, 


8. 


r 
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*. 


cas "lles. 


a 2 


table, to enquire into the Reaſon of its be- 
ing ſo, than to trouble you with the un- 
grateful ' Rehearſal of what has been 
from time to time of this kind. And as it 
will much more tend to compoſe our Minds, 
and to make us acquieſce in ſuch a State 
of Things, to Account for it, than to Pro- 
duce Inſtances of the Truth of it; this is 


what I fhall attempt in the OI | 


Part of this Diſcourſe, by conſidering theſe 
following Particulars 

1. THE chief End and Deſgu of Men 
may be as oppoſite and contradittory, where 
they profeſs the ſame, as where they pro- 
feſs aher Religious; and if we may at 
any time ſuppoſe that tlie Prevailing 2 
are governed by a wrozg End, then thoſe 


who are purſuing the beſt and greateſt End, 


may be every where ſpoken againſt, | 
To explain my felt, The Enjoyment of 
This World, or the obtaining of Everlaſting 
Happineſs in the Next, is what all Men are 
ſet upon and as one or tꝰother of theſe pre- 
vail, Men are ſaid to be Earthly or Hea- 
venly.minded; and the main Courſe of their 


2 


+ every where ſpoken againſt. ; 7 


Lives and Actions is accordingly directed 


nd over-rul'd. Temporal Power and 


randeur, Wealth and Riches, ſenſual Dcs 
lights and Entertainments are made the 
bief Good of the one; whilſt the Kingdom 
Heaven, the Beatific * and Fruition 


e 
of God, with all the Intellectual Joys and 


Contradiction or Diſappointment : So that, 


———— 


Satisfactions which reſult from thence, 
are accounted the chief Good of the other. 
Now what can be the Conſequence of 
ſuch a widely different manner of thinking 
and acting, as this moſt contrary Turn of 
Mind muſt lead Men into, but a continual 
thwarting and oppoſing one another? And 
W as the Senſualiſt is leaſt able to 
govern his Paſſions, ſo we always find him 
the moſt eager and violent in his Purſuits, 
and moſt chaff'd and impatient under 


let a Man who is aiming at a Spiritual 
Intellectual Happineſs, deſpiſe and throw 
Contempt upon all the Pomp and Pleaſures 
of the World, he muſt certainly draw upon 
him either the Envy, or Scorn, or Hatred 
and Malignity of the Senſual Man. And 
thus in truth it is with the thoroughly Re 
ligious Perſon, he counts all things but Dri: 
and Dung, for the ' Excellency of” the Kyow- 
ledge of Chriſt Jeſus. Nor does he only 
give the World diſgracing Epithets and hard 
Words, calling it vaiz,: and miſerable, and 
vexatious, and the like; but, by a conſtant 
Courſe of Actions endea vours to ſhine 
with ſo different a Luſtre, as to caſt a 24 
Shade, (ſuffer the Expreſſion) upon All tix 
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— — 
every where 
CoNsi DER a little theſe two Perſons; on 
one hand, there is a Man, who is might 
eager in the Purſuit of - Shadows, he Wil 
needs ſet em up, and magnify them as the 
greateſt and only Prizes: and if any go 
about to perſwade him of his Mi/Zake, and 
tell him that he is following meer Vanities 
and Trifles, he preſently concludes that 


» 


1 


ſuch are weak and fooliſh, and only to be 


look'd upon with a contemptuous Smile; or 
elſe he concludes, that they exvy him, and 
have really a Deſign againſt his Happineſs, 


and ſo he counts them his Enemies. On the 


other hand, here is a Man, who from a 
deep and powerful Conviction of the Ex- 
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Thing nothing more eaſy; to prove, than 


_ have found out a way to reconcilgy,y 


in the Favour of Almighty God at laſs 
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that a Perſon is concern'd, above all things, 
to fave his Soul? You know it is quite 
otherwiſe in Fact; and in the Reaſon of the 


that a Man may comply with all the Ex. 
ternals of Religion, who has yet never 
known what it is to have his Heart thus 
turned from ſenſiblèe to ſpiritual Objects. 
A Man may undoubtedly, and many do, 
moſt certainly; take up a Form of God- 
lineſs and cry up this and the other Church 
or Party, only to ſerve a Preſent Intereſ, 
and with a Heart wholly Intent upon ſome 
Temporal Good. ke Np, CL 260 AGO 27 

INPDEE D many there are who fet up for 
Great Things Here, and at the fame time 
look for very Great Things Hereafter; wo 
; their 1 
own Apprehenſions, thoſe 'Eternaggtrrecon- W ſu 
ctleables in Scripture-Langua 3 the Love of L. 
God, and the Love of the World: The Art. th 


fice of theſe Perſons lies here, in never M an 


medling with Religion farther than is con. pr 


ſiſtent with their worldly Intereſ?s ;, and W tis 


vet promiſing themſelves as great a Shate I Th 


if they had et al for his Sake. A Prudence 
this, if we may uſe their Word for ity it 
-fpired, without Queſtion, by the Great E. 
demy and Deſtroyer of Souls. 
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every where ſpoken againſt. as. 


Orks again think to cover theirWorld- 
lineſs and Senſuality by loud Clamours for 
ſomething they would have to paſe for Re- 
Hgiom; and if once a Temporal End can be 
ſerved thereby, theſe Mens Hatred riſes 
higheſt againſt Them Who are of a more 
Heavenly, Spiritual Diſpoſition: The Groſs 
of Mankind are glad to meet with any 
thing conteſted for under the Name of Re- 
ligion, which may ſuit their depraved and 
worldly Inclinations. Natural Conſcience, 
we'll ſuppoſe, ſuggeſting to them the In- 
conſiſtency of this and the other Courſe of 
Life with the Hope of Salvation; whilſt 
yet they are reſolved not to quit either their 
Sing or their Hopes; though they are forc'd, 
upon every ſober Reflection, to own their 
Contradietion. - Now if, in this Diſtreſs, 
any ſhall riſe up, ant ſur prise them with 
ſuch Notions of Chriſtianity, as ſeem to 
Licenſe, or at leaſt Excuſe their ſinful Ways, 
theſe are the main Champions of Religion; 
and thoſe who do not think as thex.do muſt 
preſentl be condemn'd and viliſied. Nay, 
tis poſſible that not only Others, but even 


Theſe very Advocates themſelves, may 


think they are pleading for the true Reli: 
gion, when, in reality, chey are only plead- 
ing for ſuch a Religion as 4s: conliftent 
with:a Senſual Corrupt Mind. Searchsto 
the bottom and weiſhall generally find 
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that the Spring of thoſe Contentions, which 
are about Religion, is no other than this, 
a prevailing. Regard to ſome Temporal Inte. 
reſt on one ſide, and a prevailing Concern 
about a Future and Eternal State on the o- 
ther. [I'll only add under this Head, that 
whoever conſiders duly the Difference be- 

twixt | thoſe whom the World Canonizes 
for Saints, and thoſe, whom God pronoun- 
ces ſuch, will ſee Reaſon to own," that the 


Enmity betwixt Theſe. muſt in ſome Re- 


ſpects be greater, and more Implacable, 
than that which is betwixt an Infidel and 
a true Heli er, 16 Vip: 384 

(.) The Ways and Manners of Man may 
be as contrary and various where, they pro- 
feſs the ſame, as where they profels aife- 
rent Religions. : And it is but ſuppoſing, 
oh] that it was only a Suppoſition, that 
the major Part are at any time vicious 
and corrupt; and then the Men of Regu- 
lar Behaviour and Converſation will be 
every inhere ſpoken againſt. So David tells 
us, he. was the Song of the Drunkardi; and 
the Deriſion of great and Proud Men, be- 
cauſe he declined not om God's Late, Plal, 
119.5 1. Indeed Practical Godlineſs is that 
which a Libertine is leaſt able to her 
withiin thoſe about him. Hereby his Sins 
are ſet continually before his Eyes; and as 
he is reſolved not to part with them, he 
W 
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every where ſpoken qgainſt. 23 


grows ff enraged againſt his N eighbour, 
whoſe Life is a ſtanding Reproof and Re- 
ere to him. Holineſs gives a- Perſon 


uch a ſubſtantial Greatneſs, and ſhews 


him to the World in ſo recommending a 
manner, that ſuch as will not imitate, do 
yet ſecretly admire, or however envy, the 
Character of the real Chriſtian. 

Now if at any time Conſcience is a wa- 
kenꝰd without working Mens Converſion, 
it does certainly excite in them the greater 
Indignation. In ſuch a Cafe a Man thinks 
it abſolutely neceſſary to ſink the Credit of 
that Conduct and Behaviour, which is ſo 
much the Reverſe of his own, in order to ſe- 


cute a good Opinion of himſelf. Hence it is 
that if the Good Man is guilty of any rea 


Fault, the Will be {ure to magnify it, 
andjas far as poſſible: to make him appear 
ſuch 1 On 45 55 5 elf 3 ay ſo much worſe, 
as he will from thence charge him with 
Hypocriſy in all his Pretenſions to a greater 
Strict neſs and Holineſs than himſelf. A- 
gain, if he cannot „ind, he will endeavour 
0 forge: Sin upon him. Or if he has ne 
Opportunity for this, he will even hate 
and quarrel with him for Goodnels it ſelf, 
The Apoſtle Peter, deſcribing the volup- 
tuous and riotous part of Mankind in his 
Day, tells us, they ſpoke Evil of thoſe that 
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they TEMP not join E114 them in their De 
baucheries and Exceſſes. 1 Pet. 4. 3, 4. Why 


think it ſtrar nge, that Jon rum not with them 


bold and open, and riſes to any high De- | 
Bree, it puts Men upon ſeeking and con. 


concludes firſt, that every Serious Perſon i 


to make himfelf an Enemy to farh. Thus 


denotes the utmoſt Rage and Hatred. And 
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walked in Laciviouſneſs, Laſts, Exceſs of 
Wine, Revellings, Banque bingo, and 7 
nable Idolatries; wherein, ſays he, they 


to the ſame Exceſs of Riot; ſpeaking Evil of 

Hol. Happy they phat this Reaſon are 
every wehe 5 5 Againſt. 

Bur yet farther, as this Corruption of 
Nane and prevailing of Vice becomes 


triving the very Deſtruction of thoſe that 
live Righteouſly, Soberly, and Godly' in the 
World. An inimoral” and vicious Man 


an Enemy to bim, and thereupon he is ſure 


concerning thoſe that profeſs the ſame Re. 
ligion, it is ſaid, Pal. 55. 12. The Wicked 
pltreth againſt the Toft, und gnaſbetſb uf 

im with his Teeth, an Expreſſion: that 


a little aſter, in the ſame Pſalm it is add. 
ed, The Witked watcheth the Righteous; und | 
ſeeketh fo ſlay him, This Difference of Mens i v 
Ways and their Manners his always bern I th 


the Foundation of the greateſt Quarrek he 
and Animoſities that have riſen in the ta 
World: nor have we any Reaſon to expett I fe 


: 


ee where ſpoken againſt. 5 


e. ir ſhould be otherwiſe, whatever Religion 
4 Men make an-outward and viſible Pro- 
of feſſion of: Witneſs: that of Solomon, 


. Prov. 29. 27. e unjuſt Mam is am eAbomi- 
e I ation to the Juſt: and he that is 2 in 
m the Way is eAbominat ion to the Wicked. 
F 3. Tus Tempers and Conſtitutiunt of Men 
re may be as croſs and! contradictory to ons ano- 
If ther, where they pretend to the ſame Re- 
of ligion, as if never ſo different. So that if 
16s a Haughty arrogant Temper, or a ſpiteful 
Je. Ml malicious one be moſt ſpreading and predo- 
n. Y minanti thoſe that are of a Humble and 
at Meek, a Charitable and Friendly Diſpoſition, 
the will every Where be oppoſed and ſpoken 
an MW againſt, Chriſtianity, indeed, Where it is 
1is MY rightly. underſtood and entertain'd, will 
Chen the hardeſt, and ſweeten the ſowreſt; 
ws and calm the rougheſt Diſpoſſtions in the 
ge. World; There is enough to make Men 
ted Tender and Compaſſionate, Kind and For. 
bon givi ng, Patient and Long ſufferi ng full of 
in Love and of Good Works: but alas! how 
ind ſeldom do We find Perſons fo much under 
d. the Power of it, as to produce ſuch Effects? 
Even many of thoſe, concerning whom 
we have good Reaſon to Believe and Hope 
the det, (after all that the Grabe of God 
has done upon their Souls) do yet re- 
tain ſo much of their Natural III Tem- 
bz 
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of Trouble and Uneaſineſs to all. about 


them. Tou cannot but be ſenſible, that 2 
many Contentions in Good Families, and 
ſometimes in Religious Societies, have been 
owing to Some diſguſtful and diſagreeable 
Tempers, here there have been no diffe- 
rent Opinions or Sentiments in Matters of 
Religion. There are many whom a Good 
Perſon may hope to meet in Heaven, and 
to he bappy with there, (when all that was 
amiſs: both in his -own Temper and Theirs 
mall be taken away) that yet he would 


not chooſe to end u Life — upon Earth, 


Pail and Barnabas may go ſo far in their 
Contentions, as to Ee One from the 


other in their Work here, who yet undoub- | 


tedly ſhall — the /ane glorious Rewars 


together for 1 Bus 2 
Bur now if "if "this ma y really be the Cat, 


where both are truly Geld; only put the 


Matter ſo, as that one fide: wall be really 
Bad, and wholly: under the Cenduct of 
Humour and Conſtiturion, and then what 
dreadful Broils and Quarrels may we not 
conclude will ariſe from the Reſentments and 
Ill Tempers of ſuch? Mens being of the 


fame Religion ſignifies little Sow when 
even Religion it ſelf is the Subject upon 
which theſe contradictory Tempers are 
moſt violent; and from Which they wil 
12 888 in freſh Succours ta Cheriſh and Re. 


inforce 
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„ 


inforce themſelves. O, were it poſſible 
Mens Tempers ſhould be healed,” how ſoon 

4 would all thoſe things, which are moſt 

en | peeviſhly and furiouſly contended. for, be 

le dropt of Courſe? But till then it muſt needs 

fe. be that Diviſions and Offences: will come; 

of and the feveral III Humours of Men, till 

od they are ſubdu'd, will find out one thing 

ng or other whereby to diſturb the Common 

vas Peace. Let Men be United by Oaths and 

eis Sabſcriptions; let both their Civil and Re- 
ud #2105 Intereſts be bound together; yet will 

a furious unpeaceable Spirit find out ways 

to exert it ſelf in Reviling, and tramp- 
ling upon thoſe: who are at guiet in the 
(.) Tre Two Iaviſible contending Powers 
have their ſeveral eAgents and Inſtruments 
amongft thoſe of the ſame Religion, as 
well as when Chriſtians were oppoſed by 
Jews and Heathens. The Spirit of Grace, 

as the Great Miniſter of Chrii”s Kzzg dom, 

is continually promoting and carrying on 

his Deſigns of Renewing and Saving Men: 
The Prince of | Wickedneſs, on the other + 
hand, is daily going about ſeeking whom he 

nay devour; endeavouring to fupplant and 

to hinder the Efficacy and Succeſs of thoſe 
Methods which the Holy Ghoſt proceeds 
upon. The in grand eAgents.in the Cauſe 

of Chriſt, this Tah Spirit feledhed, and 
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buy to hinder the Progreſs of it; His next 


by allowing Men to call themſelves Chi. 
ſtiaus, to hinder their becoming really 


going on with his Work, by Converting 
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qualified for his Service, in an extraordinary 
manner; and the Wicked Spirit on all Hands 
was as active and vigilant: to raiſe: againſt 
*em extraordinary Oppoſition. He ftir'd up 
Princes and Rulers to Perſecute em; Phi. 
Joſophers and the fam'd Genius s of the 
Age to Diſpute with them, and Deride 
them; he enabled ſome to work Miracles, 
at leaſt in appearance, to counter work thoſe 


my 
*. 


wrought by the eApo/zles: - 808 
Bur the manner of Contention ſoon 
alter'd: The Evil Spirit finding CHriſtianit) 
triumph'd over all eAdverſe Powers, and 
that it was in vain for his moſt. i or 

text Inſtruments to do any thing, where- 


grand Attempt was to counterfeit it; and 


ſuch. Thus has he ſet up a Tempora 
Kingdom and Empire at Rome, in Oppoſi- 
tion to the Spiritual Kingdom, and Go. 
vernment of our Lord jeſus Chriſt : and 
thus does he every where endeavour to 
mingle a wor/dly Spirit with that of the %. 
Goſpel, and to make a ſhowy Religion take n 
place of real Sanctity and Goodneſs. Now 
in Oppoſition to this, the Go Spirit is ſtil 


and Senf#ifying a Number in ee Gore to 
be Witneſſes for God and Chriſt in th 
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World; and to plead the Cauſe of True 
Piety, in Oppoſition to all Falſe Pretenſions, 
as well as Falſe Religions. Hence it is that 
ſome are perſwaded, Except their Righteouſ- 
neſs exceed that of the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, the boaſting formal Profeſſors, they 
cannot enter into the Kjngdom of God. And 
others: till value themſelves upon outward 
Privileges and Diſtinctions, cheriſhing in 
their own Mind, and endeavouring to give 
all about 'em, very mean, yea very hard, 
Thoughts of ſuch as think it neceſſary to 
go farther than They. Now conſider Men 
thus differently impreſs'd and wrought 
upon, as act ing under the Direct ion and 
by the Aſſiftance of ſuch Inviſible Powers; 
and Who can expect otherwiſe, than that 
thoſe who are led Captive by the God of 
this World, ſhould be every where [peakin 
againſt thoſe, who in the Ape“ Phraſe 
are Jed by the Spirit. | 


I ſhould now proceed to the Third Ge- 
zx:ral Head; but, having already exceeded 
my time, I ſhall defer that tothe next Op- 
portunity. Only ſuffer me in the Cloſe of 
this Diſcourſe to take Notice of T 
Things that may be objected againſt what 
ve have been attempting to prove. 
TRE firſt. is, That ſuch Dottrine ſeems ng 
Way. agreeable to the extenſive Grace and 
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| Mercy of the Goſpel 0 ſuggeſt that in Pia. | 


ces where the Goſpel is generally received, 


and where Men profeſs to embrace the 'Truths 
and the Inſtitutions of it, that yet the more 


numerous amd confiderable Party fhould be in 
a State of Enmity to God and Goodneſs, and 


fo under Condemnation. In anſwer to which 


J defire that ſuch Texts as theſe may be 
ſeriouſly attended to, Matth. 20. 16. Our 
Lord expreſly tells us, that Many be Called, 


but few Choſen ; that is, Many hear the 


Goſpel, and fo far receive it as to become 


Members of the viſible Church; but Few 
live and walk according to it, fo as to be 


indeed ſeparated at laſt to Eternal Life. 


Another Paſſage is that of the Ap, 


who ſpeaking of the profeſs'd Chriftians in 


his Day; wherein their Numbers were 
comparatively but very /mall; yet ſays, that 


many walk, of whom I have told you often, 


and now tell you even weeping, they are Enc- 


mies of the Croſs of Chriſt : whoſe End is De- 


fraction, whoſe God is their "Belly, whiſ 


Glory is in their Shame, who mind Earthly 
Things, z. 8, %% ann 
THE ſecond Objection that may lie againſt 


o 


che Thread of the foregoing Diſcourſe is this 


That it ſeems very ſtrange God ſhould fuſe! 
his Faithful Servants, though neuer ſo feu, 


to be hardly treated, and every where ſpoken 
_ againſt in the World. This you will meet 


with 
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with very frequent and full Anfwers to, 

in almoſt every Treatiſe of Providence, or 

„ of a Future Jagen It ſhall ſuffice at 
preſent to put you upon conſidering, How 
much this tends to the Glory of God, and 

i Chris, and the Bleſſed Spirit: How ama- 
0 zingly is Infinite Wiſdom, and Power, and 

Grace manifeſted in carrying a Poor Crea- 

be ¶ ture through ſo Great and Conſtant Oppo- 


"I fition; and thereby making perfect all the 
% Heirs of Salvation. And = <5 again, how , 
he much this tends to the Glory of the Saints; 

in ſubduing their Corruptions, in bright- 
ning and encreaſing their Graces, and ren- 
dring them more conſpicuous to the World *. 

e. And withal how much this adds to the 

% Felicity and Joys f Heaven; both as to 

mn Thoſe who are Here already, and Thoſe who 


t er ar * 
| * Temptation is the reg Occafioner of a Chriſtian's Ho- 
nour : indeed like an Enemy it threatens and endeavours his 
Ruin; but in the Conqueſt of it conſiſts his Gown and Triu 

Were of wares to be at League or Truce with this ar ike 
the Candle in the Goſpel, that is put under a.Buſhel, the 
brighteſt part of our Glory were quite obſcured. At Maximus 
Tyrius ſpake of Hercules, if you take from him the Savage 
Beaſts that he flew, and the 2 whom he ſuppreſt, hie 
Journeys and Labours, you ſpoil all Hercules's Renown : ſo 
take from a Chriſtian bis Temptations, bis Perſecutions, 
bit Content ions; remove him from the Devil, from the World, 
you deprive him of the Chief Matter and Subject of his Glory. 
Take Job from the Dunghillz David from Saul; Daniel from 
the Lions; he bleſſed Martyrs from the Rack, from the Fire, 
from the Sword, and what are they more than other Men? 


Hales of Eaton on 1 Sam. 26 5: 
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from time to time are joined to that Bis 
Company. If there be Foy in Heaven at the 
Converſion 'of a Sinner, much more ſure at 
the Congueſt of a Saint If upon putting 
on his Spiritual eArmour, and engaging in 
the Chriſtian Warfare, there are ſuch joy: 
ful Acclamations; how much more when 
the Good Fight of Faith is finiſhed, and the 
Crowzx of Glory is ſet upon the Victor 
Head. And an unſpeakable Pleafure it 
muſt ſurely be to the Soul, that is once 
got ſafe to the Regions above, to look back 

upon the many Dangers and Difficulties it 
has eſcaped, and ſurmounted here bel : 


But above all, to find the Recomperce ſo 
vaſtly exceed not only its greateſt T oils and b 
( 


Sufferings, but even its higheſt Thoughts 
and Imaginations. Then Fall that of the 
eApoſtle appear in its full Senſe and Mean. 
ig; 2 Cor. 4. 17. Our light eAftiftion which 
is but for @ moment, worketh for us a fat 
more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glo). 

Which God grant may be the Happt 

neſs of us all, 5 


10 c wher E ſpoken agains?. | | 3 3 


For as concerning this Set; we know 
that it is every where ſpoken againſt. 


„ 


RX ; * Lo 


H ESE Words do ſo exactly repre- 
ſent the Caſe of the Proteſtant Diſ 

=, ſenters at this Day, that one can 
hardly read em without making ſuch an 
Application of them. But if you review 
the foregoing Diſcourſe, it will lead us pri- 
marily to apply this to tlie my Serious and 


Religious of ell Parties, a 
fine it to any Oue Party amongſt us. And 
o indeed it is moſt true in our Degenerate 
ge that Real Goodneſs and Piety is every 
where ſpoken againits 
LET a Man be in Communion with the 
ERabliſh'd Church, or with any of thoſe who 
Diſext from it; yet if he would maintain 
| preyailing Senſe. of Religion, and if he 
ives an out wardly Regular and Sober Life, 
e is ſure to be hated and reviled for it: 
et him be never ſo ſtrict a Chirch-man, 
e is preſently called a Presbyterian; and 
1 GC = ˖·˙ ireby 
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nent for Practical Godlineſs, than as it has 
ſerv'd to diſtinguiſh a Party: tho” J ſee 


rage our ſelves. 


- — " 8 


34 The Duty of the Diſſemers as nom 


hereby the poor unthinking, vicious part 
of the World imagine they have loaded him 


1 


. „ % 4 
A Presbyterian is thus become a Name 
much more to be glory'd in, as it has been 
made uſe of to include all who are emi- 


no Reaſon as yet to be aſham'd of it even 
in that Senſe.” However take it one way 
or t'otherꝰ tis {till the Caſe with reference to 
us, that, eAs concerning this Sect, it is ever | 
where ſpokenagainf{, I ſhall therefore con. 
ſider in the following Diſcourſe how we 
ought to behave our ſelbes in ſuch a Ci- ; 
COMmnce as xs. 5 7 POE Ho” ON 
As far as we are reviled and ſpoken a- 
gainſt for the Sake of Rea} Piety, it is cer. f 
ta inly our Duty to reſolve With David, that + 


F this be to be vile, we will be more vil: 


And in whatſoever manner we are ſpoke n 


_ againſt in the matters of Now-conformityil n 


only let us take Care that it be for the Sake t. 
of a good Conſcience, and then even in ths ff 
Maxy of thoſe very things in which 
we Diſſent from the Epiſcopal” Churches 
(Whatever may be thought of em now, 
were look d upon by our Fathers as great 
and conſiderable enough to be contendel 


n *** ed 
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about, not only to the Loſs of Places, as you 
know TWO Thouſand of our Miniſters were 
ejected at once; but even to the ſpoiling of 
their Goods, the ſuffering of Fixes and Im- 
priſouments, and many of 'em the Loſs of 


AT. 5 A Scripture Religion and Way 


of Worſhip is as much to be. ſtood up for 
as ever: And as far as any Man upon a 
Cloſe and Diligent Search of the Scriptures 
does believe that this or the other way is 
moſt agreeable thereto, he ought to adhere 
to it: and to be allow'd fo todo; for 1 
think it 1s, in the general, an agreed Point 
amongſt Proteſtants, That no Man has a 
Right to Impoſe his Sex/e of the Bible upon 
another, any more than to Impoſe a mew 
Bible and Scripture it ſelf upon him. In 
Effect the one is pretty much the ſame with 
the other. I fhall not enter into the Con- 
troverſy here, thoſe who want to be infor- 


med #n it may conſult, at their Leiſure, thoſe 


many Excellent Pieces that have been writ- 
ten on this Subject. I only ſtand oblig'd at 


this time to keep my Eye upon, and Improve 


this One thing which the Text ſuggeſts, and 
which we have ſo much Reaſon to take to 
our ſelves, vis. 4 being every where ſpoken 

gain. This is what I have propos'd as 
the laſt General Head. 8 
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III. To ſhew what is the Duty of Thoſe 
that are truly Pious and Conſcientious in ſuch 
4 Caſe: Certainly they ſhould not think 
the worſe either of themſelves, or their 
Cauſe, on this Account ; much leſs Reſign 
themſelves as a Conquelt to Noiſe and Con- 
fidence. It is not now by a Calm and So- 
ber debating the Articles upon which we 
differ that we are to be wrought upon; the 
Generality have neither Skill nor Patience 


to go that way to Work; dut by loud and | 
bitter Invectives and Declamations, yea, ; 
I wiſh I had not Reaſon to add, by the WF 
moſt notorious Falſehoods and Miſrepreſen- ; 
tations, every where exaſperating Mens 
Spirits, and exciting them to Strife and 
Hatred.. T FH 7 94+ 7 
WHAT ſhall I fay? If this had been a Il 7: 
ſufficient Reaſon for Mens giving up their ſe 
Principles, and ſlackening their Reſolutions; 5 
we had never heard of ſuch a CHoicè as that 8 


of Moſes, ho choſe to (uffer eAſliction with 
the 5 of. e enjoy the n 
Pleaſures Sin fon a Seaſon : eſteeming the : 
 Reproach of Chriſi greater Riches than the 
Treaſures in Egypt. We had never heard 
of fuch a Reſo/ve as that of Joſhua, 'eAs fil He 
me and my Houſe we:will ſerve the Lord. In © 
ſhort, if the common Cry had been enough 
to bear down: Truth and Conſcience, the 
< | Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Religion it ſelf muſt have been 
cruſh'd and ſtifled in its Infancy : And all 
Attempts towards a Reformation from Po- 
pery, Superſtition and Corruption in later 
Ages, had effectually been ba ffled and pre- 
vented; and there would never have been 
ſuch a thing as Singular Piety in the World. 
Noah and Lot, and Abraham and Elijah, 
and the reſt of the Prophets under the Old 
Teſtament; with the firſt Diſciples of 
Chriſt under the New, and the many Mar- 
tyrs and Confeſſors we read of, had never 
ſhone ſo brightly, had they not ſtood to 
their Principles, in ſpite of the greateſt 
Numbers of Oppoſers. - a Wh 

Now then, let every Man ſet down this 


as the main Rule of his Proceeding, Herein 


ao I exerciſe my ſelf, to have always a Con. 
ſcience void of Offence toward God, and to- 
ward Men, Acts 23. 16. And then, I think, 
the Conduct of the Great Apoſtle Paul in 
the Context, and of thoſe other Saints in 
Scriptare we have mentioned, will be a ſuf- 
hcient Direction to us how we ought to de- 
mean our ſelves in all Caſes, and at all Times 
wherein we may be thus expoſed. I ſhall 
comprize what I have to offer upon this 
Head under theſe fhur Particulars. 
(.) I T certainly concerns Men when 
they are thus ſpoken againſt, to get well ac- 
quainted with the Cauſe for which they are 
. % = ˙;ꝗ7éRX.; 
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38 Ihe Duty of the Diſſenters as nom 
Reviled. For a Man to bid Defiance to all 
Obloquy and Scorn, in eſpouſing a matter 
which he is able to give no ſufficient Ac- 
count of, is to render not only Himſelf 
contemptible, but his Cauſe too. If upon 
any Aſſault he pretends to defend Himſelf, 
he betrays an Ignoraucè and Weakneſs that 
adds to the Calumny and Contempt he 
labour'd under before : If upon being at- 
tack'd he refuſes, or is not able, to afſigy 
@ Reaſon for his Profeſſion, he then falls un- Nu 
der the Cenſure of Ob/tinacy, as having re- ſex 
ſolved to take this or the other way, with- Wh 
out ever examining into the Grounds of WR 
his doing ſo. The World, you know, is I 
always inclin'd to fall foul upon thoſe who Wthe 

ſeem fingular, in Pretending, to what they Wrat 
are not able to Support; ſo that whenever 
any Man is likely to be ſet upon for his being 
of ſuch a Party as is every where ſpokes 
again, it ſhould. be his particular Concern 
to get furniſh'd with a Knowledge of all 
that is neceſſary to maintain his Ground. 
ITuxkx is indeed a great deal of diffe. 
rence betwixt a being able to repreſent a 
matter ſo as to. convince another, and ſo as 
to juſtify one's ſeif : That may be a very 
n for my own Conduct and Re- 
ſolutions, which yet may not be ſufficient 
to gain over axother Perſon to the ſame Opi· i 
nion. It is indeed greatly deſirable, om UC 
0 3. 4 CO + | ons „ 8 Were 


. * 
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where Evidence and Truth lie moſt, Per- 
ſons were able to communicate their 
Thoughts with that Clearneſs and Strength 
as to Win upon others; but as this is a Hap- 


pineſs few attain to, it is not, I think, in the 


general, ſo much to be aimed at. And in 
Caſes where Men have not only Reaſon, 
but Power and Authority, Intereſts, and 
Preferments, à conceited or a violent Spi- 
tit, with ſuch like, T had almoſt ſaid, In- 
vincibles, to argue againſt, it is Vanity to- 
expect any Regard or Succeſs : However, I 
ſhould not content my {ſelf in matters of 
Religion, without ſuch Reaſons for what 
do and profeſs, as may ſatafy my [ef, 
though I cannot thereby make any eA/te- 
ration in the Sentiments and Opinions of 
thers. , Thus to pay a due Reſpect to our 
own Convictions, and to act faithfully ac- 
cording to our own Senſe of things, will 
prove that we are flucerèe and conſcientious, 
though we ſhould be thought by ſome not 
o wiſe and judicious as themſelves. _ 
To ſpeak plaialy, I wiſh it might never 
once be ſa id, that any Man is a Diſſeuter 
hrough Ignorance and Weakneſs, or from 
i Spirit of Euthuſiaſm; nor that we ſtick 
loſe to our Principles upon the Prejudices 
Education meerly, or from a ſelf-will'd 
punate Jemper; but by gaining ſuch. a 
lee of the Kr as by hel 
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to try the Spirits of the ſeveral Parties, 
and examine the Order and Diſcipline of 
the ſeveral Churches : and then, teſtifying 
that prevailing Regard to the Concluſions 
we think our ſelves oblig'd to draw; as 
that They may be aſham'd, who have gi. 
ven the World ſuch falſe and contemptible 


Accounts of us. 


I know there are ſome of the moſt Con- 
ſiderable Members of the Charch En- 
land that have ſhewn themſelves Friendly 7 
toward us; and that have with great 
Calmneſs and Judgment conſidered hat 
has been writ and offered on our Behalf; f 
But the Conceſſions which have been made f 
by ſuch, and the Steps which haye been © 
taken to gain the Diſenters, are now f 
cry'd ont againſt, as contrary to the Senſe 5 
of the Church, and they who have come II 
into them are revibd as Betrayers of it: ſo b 
that both they and we are now every where £4 
ae again; and thoſe with whom ve m 
have moſt to do at r are ſuch as carry] ti 
Matters a quite different way. | ch 
Bur to feturn to what I was upon, When tl! 
any thing of Conſequence and Importance 
in Religion becomes a matter of Diſpute ſpit 
and Men are called out in a Public mann do 
to bear Witnels for or again it; certain __ 
is then a Duty, and what common PruY 


dence and Wiſdom ſhould put us upon, i 
1 5 9 1 3 3 ; - * 
0 5 riou 
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riouſly to examine and conſider the Point in 
Debate. I might alſo add, that it is the 
Duty of thoſe who are the prevailing Party, 
as well as of thoſe who are ſpoken againfi, 
to inquire into theſe things. Tt was a con- 
ſtant Obſervation amongſt the Chriſtians 
for the firſt three hundred Years, I think 
till the time of Theodgius, That whenever 
any Clamours and Tumults aroſe, illam 
eſſe veram Eccleſiam que Perſecutionem pa- 
titur, non que facit; That was the True 
Church which ſuffer'd Perſecution, not 
That which raiſed it. And indeed the Suf- 
ferings of Thoſe in Theodoſpus's time, was 
not owing to any Difference either in Do- 
ctrine or Worſhip, but for the moſt ſhame- 
ful and tumultuous Riots and Mutinies x. 
$þ that according to that Obſervation it 
ſhould rather incline one to think favoura- 
bly of thoſe who are every where ſpoken a- 
gain, than of thoſe who raiſe ſuch Cla- 
mours and Reproaches. However that be, 
tis certainly no ſufficient Reaſon to com 
clude, that Men are in the wrozg, or that 
they are really contemptible, becauſe com- 
non Fame will have it ſo. For then Chri- 
ſtianity it ſelf had been effectually run 
down; and ſome of the brave/? Stands 
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+ Tertull. Apol. Set. 7. 


4.2 The Duty of theDiſſenters as now 


which have been made againſt Immoralj- 
ty, Superſtition, and Uſurpations, muſt 
have been prevented and diſcourag'd. 

IT is the Unhappineſs of the Difexter; 
at this Day to be very much antnotum; and 
therefore the groſſeſt and wildeſt Sugge- 
{tions are continually publiſh'd by ſome, and 
eaſily bekey'd and credited by others : but 


had I an Opportunity of ſpeaking to ſuch as 


are thus carry'd away with common Reports, 
and from thence judge of us; I would re- 
commend to em that Paſſage of Tertullian, 
when in a like Circumſtance he is Apologi- 
Sing for the Chriſtians. Natura Fame om. 
aibus nata e, &c. + © The Nature of 
«* Fame is known to all. One of your 
* own Authors ſays, Fama malum, quo non 
« alind vslocius ullum Fame is. an Evil, 


„. the ſwifteſ? of Evils; but why, ſays he, 
“ 1s it called an Evil? Becaule it flies ſo 


„ ſwift, becauſe it is an Informer? or ra- 
& ther becauſe it is a noted Liar? This 1s 
« intended, no doubt; ſince it never 
proves the Carrier even of Truth it felt, 
but *tis ſpoiPd with the Mixtures of 
% Falſehood ; | leſſening or greatning, or 


„ ſome way or other altering and varying 
to and fro in its Account of things. It 


« js only ſupported by Lies; and lives na 


. 2 IO 


F longer 


n 
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„longer than till it is obliged to prove 
t I © things. Proof deſtroys its very Being: 
« fince' Fame only reports, and never car- 
- ries. Evidence along with it. Re- 
d “port, as he goes on, is 4 very doubtful 
-L uncertain thing ; and therefore no wiſe 
d “ or conſiderate Perſon will lay much Streſs 
t“ upon it. Let things be never ſo prevail- 
15 © ing and diffuſive, let em be never ſo 
„ “ ſtrenuouſly and boldly aſſerted, a think- 
c- (ing Man will inquire into the Principle 
n, “ and Riſe of them: as confidering how [ 
i-“ many Ears and how many Mouths they « "i 
u. may have gone through, both whic ö 
* may have injur'd em by miſtaking or 
* miſrepreſenting ; and fo what was very 
«* inconfiderable at firſt is enlarged and 
* obſcured at laſt by various Ramours ; 
hence it is that Men care not to trace it, 
& or to find out the firſt Author of the 
* Falſehood. And thus repreſenting a ge- 
neral Rumour as falſe and lying ; he tells 
us, „It ſo happens, that Men raiſe and 
* ſpread Lies, either from an Ill Temper 
* of Hatred and Strife, or from a Liberty 
* they take of faying any thing upon meer 
* Jealouſy and Suſpicion : or, which is 
no new. thing, from a natural Turn of. 
Mind, that makes fome People take a 
—Pleaſure in Lying. As far as this is thought 
vorthy of Regard, it will argue that IR 
eg ad 
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only thoſe, who are every where ſpoken a. 
gainf, but others allo are concerned to in. 
quire into thoſe Things, which are become 

the Occaſion of ſuch Popular Contempt 

and Reproach. But, a 
2. IT is the Duty of ſuch as are thus ſpo- 
ken again, not to be aſhamed of their Pro. 
feſſion on that Account. St. Paul was far 
from being aſhanrd either of his Cauſe or 
the Chain with which it had bound him: 
when he ſuffer'd as a Chriſtian. Beſides 
what we have taken Notice of, in the 
Verſes before our Text; there are a great 
many other Places, in which he ſpeaks as 
one that gloried in Reproaches, and Mock. 
ings; in Stripes and Afflictions for the 
Sake of Chriſt and the Goſpel. That Mar- 
rative of his Converſion, which we have in 
Acts 26. ſhews that he was not aſpam'd 
even before Mungo, and in the moſt Auguſt 
Court of Judicaturè to acknowledge him- 
ſelf one of thoſe that were every where | 
ſpoken againſt. So great and ſo handſome 
is his Cloſe of all, that inſtead of being un- 
der Diſgrace, he appears the mo amiable 
and excellent Perſon of all that pompous eA/- 
{embly. Only conceive of him as addreſſing 
himſelf to King eAgrippa, who had told 
him he was almoft perſwaded to be à Chri- 
ſtian, and then entertain a mean Thought 
of him if you can, I would to God, t 


ay wor >> 2 


ö . _ 
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vt only thou, but even all that hear me this 
Day, were both almoſ and altogether ſuch as 
lam, except theſe Bonds. © 

© Amp as He thus behav'd himſeſ, ſo he 
admonifhes others not to be afhamed of their 
Believing in Chriſt, and particularly he in- 
oyns it upon Timothy, Be not thou there- 
fore aſhamed of the Teſtimony f our Lord, 


] . . 

re of me bis Priſoner 

„lam very ſenſible there is a wide Diffe- 
) 


(ence betwixt our Caſe, and that of the 
* Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians, but yet ſo far 

as any may apprehend they are pleading, 
the Cauſe of Chriſt and Primitive Chriſt 
. anity, ſo far they may and ought to look 


to ſuch Examples and Encouragements as 
he hep hn K; | 
. theſe. ?Tis true, that ſince Rings have 
in Gloried in the Chriſtian Name, and whole 


% NVugdoms have profets'd the Chriſtian Re- 
un ien, it ceaſes to be any more, in ſuch 
Places, an Occaſion of Suffering to be called 
I Chriſtian ; tho? alas to be really ſuch is as 


god hateful to a wor/dJy Spirit as ever. Firmly 
un. Je adhere to the Chriſtian; Doctrine, and 


frioufly to comply with all the Chriſtian 
Inſtitutions and Commands, is what ill 
expoſes Perſons to the Ill Uſage, or the Il} 
tod NLuν',%, Of the Wicked and Profane. Tis 
i allo gratefully acknowledged we. are not 
"ht Now expoſed to Bonds or Impriſonment for 
115 ho ſake of a good Conſcience : but our 
wer wr Soul 


* 
* 
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Soul is exceedingly filled with the ſcorning of 
them that — — ; and with the + 4.4 
tempt of the Proud, Plal. 123. 4. | 
IN ſome Reſpects it is more needful to 
fortify the Mind againſt the Workings of 
Shame than of Fear, becaule Perſons are 
many times known to be much more affect. 
ed with the Apprehenſions of Diſgrace, 
than of Death it ſelf; and therefore have 
run the Hazard of Jong their Lives to pre- 
ſerve themſelves from imaginary Contempt. 
IN DEED ſuch is the preſeut State of Reli. 
gion in general, that Whatever Names Men 
call themſelves by, yet true Piety is every 
where attack'd by harſh Cenſures, cruel 
Mockings, Jeſt and Ridicule, or a ſupercili. 
ous Scors and Diſdain; which, conſidering 
the ſeveral Tempers and Diſpoſitions of Men 
that are hereby liable to be impreſt and 
wrought on, muſt be allowed to be very 
great Trials and Exerciſes. One Man's Spi-. 
rit is ſunk by the Anathema s, and confident 
 eAſſertions of the Cenſorious; eAnother bluſhes 
to Confuſion under the Taunts and Jeers 
of the Ludicrons ; and a third preſently con. 
cludes himfelf to be influenced by ſome ve- 
ry little and mean Sentiments of things, be- 
cauſe of the hanghty diſdai fu]! Looks of the 
Soornful: Tis evident to the moſt ordinary 
Obſerver, that Practical Religion has bee! 
more run down by /xc> Methods as theft 
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every where ſpoken agaanſt. 47 
of chan by the moſt dreadful Perſecations that 


ever have been in the World; and there- 
fore that Man that holds with Conſcience, 
and bears up to his Duty in Oppoſition to all 
of bie, may furs himſelf of a Conquerors Re- 
ward, as well as He that has ſuffered Mar 
Fl tyrdom for Chriſt's ſake. 

TRERE is a very Culpable and Qrinizaal | 
Shyneſs in ſome houng Perſons that puts em 
upon difſembling, and ſeeking to conceal 
„every thing that is ſerious and good in them; 
el. and they % carry it, at leaſt in ſome Com. 
len I banies, and at ſome times, as if they had 
er rather be thought to have 20 Reli _ 5 all, 
rue than have it once ſuſpected that they are jo 
i. WM much under the Power — Influence of a 
good Conſcience; as in reality the) are: but 
ſurely if the Matter was duly conſidered, 
ſuch Perſons would be aſhamed” of their 
Shame, and of their acting at ſo very cow- 
yy and unbecoming a rare. 

' Ir ſhould methinks raiſe a Man's Spirit 
above all the Impreſſions of Shame, to con- 
ſider what ſort of Perſons they generally are, 
who ſpeak _ e 195 and content ibiy of 
us: They are ſuch rl em as you heat in 
che very ſame Breath Blaſp heme the Name 

Jof God, whilſt they are Rewiing and deri- 

ding you,: and can the Reproaches of ſ#t> 

be accountedany matter of Shane? Or thall 

you not be much more concerted for the 
Ho- - 
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Honour of God, than for your own Ho- 
nBoary os 52} 7 80 1 0447 hl | 
Nav think again what is the trueſt and 
moſt deſirable Honour: for a Man to be well 
ſpoken of by a few 'vain, frolickſom, un- 
thinking Creatures; or to be reſpected by 
the wiſeſt and beſt of Beings, to have the 
Teæſtimony of a good Conſcience, and at laſt to 


ſand approv'd of God, and be eApplauded by 


tlie Judge of all the Earth, when he ſhall 

come inthe Glory of his-Father, and with the 
Holy eAngels; and when all the World ſhall 
be Witneſſes of his Proceedings ? Which of 
theſe do you think is the moſt real and de- 


ſirable Honour? Your Faith, if you truly | 


believe theſe things, will ſoon determine 
you; and alively Hop 
from being aſhamed: - - +. 


t 


Glvx me leave here alſo to put you in 
mind that your Covenant : Reſignation and 
| Dedication of your ſelves to God leaves you 
no room to make Exceptions. As far as the 
real Intereſt of your Souls is concerned, you 
have promiſed to endure Scorus and Re- 
proaches as well as other eAfiiftions in your 
walking with God. We ſhould not there- 
fore be aſhamed of a conſcientious Regard 
to ſuch Yows and Obligations, however we 
may be ſpoken againſt; | Le, _ 

to-/tand up fon thoſe — thus Revi ls 
| a 


e of 'em will keep you, 


PC as WY noe or Pa TR Ts 
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and Sufferers for Conſtience ſake; Thus 
St. Paul undertakes to vindicate that Sect 
that was every where ſpoken against. KA 
Day being appointed he grudges no Pains, 
but from Morning till Evening He was per- 
ſwading the Jews concerning Jeſus; both 
out of the Law of Moſes, 4nd out of the 
Prophets: Verſe following the Text. Thus One- 
fphorus is commended to the Mercy of God, 
as one that did not » of 405 wy the 
Apoſtle, but diligently ſought for him, and 
— 4 him in hi 7. — and was ot 
aſhamed of his Chain, 2 Tim. 1. 16, 17. 
In theſe two Inſtances we ſee the Duty 
both of thoſe that mizi/ter in ſacred things, 
and thoſe who attend on their Miniltry ; 
u. the One to /fand up for Truth and Purity; 
and the Other to ſtrengthen and land by 
u them in fo doing. It ſhould indeed be ſo 


— . . end ns 


@ <= . & 


far from Diſcouraging either one or t'other 
0 to have a multitude of Oppoſers, that it \ 


ſhould rather animate and invigoratethem. 
Ju I wiſh thoſe whom God has bleſs'd with 
many uſeful and valuable Talents, would 
ir think it their Duty to employ theſe. as the 
x preſent State of Religion, and the Occaſions 
= Wo the Church do more eſpecially require. 
We Bf ſome Men were but as ready and willing 
as all about them have conceived an Opini- 
50 on they are able, to Plead the Cauſe of thoſe 
| 4 Who are zow every where ſpoken againft, 
1 „ 
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tho? it ſhould not ſem the Tide, yet ſurely 
it mig 
ryd away with it. 

WE ſee others that can unite-in nothing 


elſe, yet agree in bearing hard upon the 


Diſſenters; whilſt one contributes his ſhare 
of Learning, another of Wit, and ſome who 
have little of either, yet contribute a large 
ſhare of Malice to cenſure and expoſe them: 
and do's not this call for the exerting of 
thoſe ſeveral Talents which might be of 
Service in a jul Defence? Perhaps ſome 
may anſwer No, the Temper of the World 
is ſuch, that Men will not Read, nor Hear, 
much leſs coder what we have to ſay for 
our ſelves. It may beſo; but the Time na 
come, when there will be a Diſpoſition to 
enquire who appeared in this and the other 
matter; and, when Men would be glad 
to know what was offered on ſuch Occaſions 
But ?tis ſtill urg'd, there is no 4ope of ay 
Szcceſs : that is, if we fix our Hope upon 
our ſelves, or our own Eudeavours; but 
ſhall any think it a ſufficient Reaſan for 
ueglecting, that he muſt not truſi to, bs 
beſt Endeavours? What knows any Mar 
how far God may own even the weak 
and moſt zzkkely Attempts to bring about 
the greateſi Ends and Detigns ? Nay let tis 
Event be what it will, that SUPP Con- 
cern, but Gog”s ; Iought to be found in « 
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ht prevent many Perſons being car- 
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ly way of my Duty, Whatever may be the 


every where ſpoken againsF. 


1. || Conſequence : And He that takes Pains in 


a good Cauſe, whether he ſucceed or no at 

1; © preſent, yet ſhall not /oſe bis Reward at laſt. 
IT may again be Pleaded, that if God 

are had any thing to do at ſuch a time, and for 
ho MW ſuch Perſons, he would raiſe up Inſtruments 
ge t accompliſh his Purpoſes and *Defigns. In 
m. ayſwer to which I would ask whether it 
of MW bz not really been ſo, that God has raiſed 
of W #þ and animated /ome to appear for us? But 
mc they have been cenſur'd and diſcourag'd. 
1d even by thoſe that ſhould have back'd their 
4, Endeavours, and bleſſed God for them. And 


for have there not been others who have ſtood | 


119) ready for any Occaſion of Service, were it 
to not for that intolerable Humour of carping 
her WW and finding fault with every thing that is 
ad done? Either thro? a forward Ignorance, or 
01. Wa little Nicety and Cariofty of Temper, or 


an over-ated Caution, and Pretence to Su. 


pon I periour Prudence, we may obſerve ſome Peo- 
but ple condemning every eAttempt of a publick 
o nature, when at the ſame time they are as 
little fit to be Judges as they are to be Actors 
in ſuch Affairs: Tho' I think it would be 


ward in Doixg all they can, than to aſſume 


the he Office of /itting iu Judgment upon All 
,00- What is done. gs a4 22 g 

the 1 Lo 1 GATE £9 
way - en BuT 


— 


much more excuſable to put themſelves for- 
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Bur to proceed, there are another Set of 
Perſons, who for @ time have profeſt them. 
ſelves in our Intereſt, that yet after a while, 


and when we have mofiſtood in need of their 
owning and aſſiſting us, have withdrawn 
themſelves from us. I wiſh the firſt Mo. 
tives, and chief Inducements of ſuch may 
be able to ſtand a future Trial. Tho), I he. 
lieve without breach of Charity, it may be 
ſuſpected that ſome of thoſe Gentlemen have 
more to anſwer for, than they are willing 
to think at preſent, upon any thing wecan 
fay. So that from the whole, it ſeems high. 
ly requiſite: to preſs ſuch a Duty as this 
namely, that Men ozght to ſtand up for thi 
who are ſpoken againt for Conſcience-ſake. 
Ap this I would beg leave particularly 
to urge with reference to ſuch as are now 
requir'd, either to quit their Places in the 
Government, or to deſert our Religious e. 
ſemblies. Theſe Perſons have a noble 0}- 
portunity of par, e Regard to a Pat: 
ty, deſpiſed for the fake of a good Conſcienc. 
And that it is their Duty to quit their Office: 
and adhere to our Public eAſſemblies, hu 
been abundantly provid x. What I wou 
offer upon this Head, is only to put them 
in mind of the Behaviour, and Conduct & 


* See Dr. Williams's Enquiry into the prefent Duty 
Proteſtant Diſſenters. | # 


* 


of contrary Principles an 
fill up their Places: but committing them- 


and 
p 
7 
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the. Miniſters in former times, when this 


Was their Caſe, With all due reſpe& to 


the Service and Uſefulneſs of thoſe that are 
in higher Poſts, and with a juſt Concern for 


the Neceſſities of thoſe who may be in lower 


ones; I would inſiſt upon this, as a Directi- 
on to Both. Tis well known that when 
this Trial came upon our Miniſters, they did 


not ſtand objecting the Neceſſities of their 


Fainilies; they could truſt them with a 
Good Providence: nor did they ſtand argu- 
ing what might be the C + (toda if Men 

'Tempers ſhould 


ſelves. and theirs to an eAll-wiſe God, they 
preſently Reſolv'd rather to loſe their great- 
eſt Bexefices and Poſts of Service, than to 
decline from their Prizciples. Nowthe Tri- 


al comes not ſa much upon the Miniſters, as 


upon the Leading Profeſſors amongſt the Diſ- 


ſenters : J heartily with that the Examples 


of Thoſe in a former Age, might engage 
Theſe in. the preſent Age, to bear the my 
openand public Teſtimony, to the ſame Prin- 
ciples : I mean as far as the ſame things yet 


| remain in Diſpute amongſt us. 


I need not tell ſuch as are in the moſt 
Eminent Stations, that for them to act fraxk- 
and ſincerely in this matter, will be to 
procure double Honour; and will be of the 
moſt ſignal Service, not only to the Diſſen- 
FN nem 1 20-4 - rers, 
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ters, but to Religion, and the Sale o of | 
Conſcience it ſelf; as it will prove the Reality 
of theſe againſt all the Profaneneſs of the 
Atheiſt, and the Worldling. 
Ap for thoſe whoſe very Maintenance 
and Swbſiſtence depends upon What they 
zow do, it Would methinks have a conſid 
rable Influence upon the common Part of 7 
World to let it be ſeen, that they have ſome. 
thing zearer their Hearts, and more in their 
Thoughts than what they ſhall eat, or what 
they (ball drink, or wherewithal they ſhall be | 
cloathed , eyen the Kingdom of God, and by 
Ni ehteonſneſs, Matth. 6. 31, 33. O for ſuch 
M Sings as that of the three Children, or ra- 
ther the three Champions, in the Propheſe, 
that ſhould enable Men to ſay, if you will 
allow the Alluſion, God # able to deliver us 
from extreme Want and Poverty; and if he 
fee it good for us he will deliver us; but if WV 
not, "ads will not ceaſe to ſerve him according ha 
to our C onſciences, and as we have been wore 07, 
70 40. 00 
44. Tt is certainly che Duty o every Mas 60 
of Piety and Conſtience, with great Stedfaf- N. 
© eſs and Conſtancy, to act up to his Senſe F Nh. 
things. You willobſerve through the whole the 
of this L Diſcourſe, that I have taken it for 
granted, in what has been faid with rete- 
rence to the Diſſenters, that thoſe who pro: 
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of ſake : And this I am ſure ought to be /ed- 
ty Hh adhered ro. 3 8 
ne THERE is a Fext in Micah, which I had 


no ſooner thought of, but I was ready to 


ce I wilt for time to begin a freſh Diſcourſe ; 
ey as it may ſuggeſt a many things very ſuita- 


2 ble to our preſent Subject: I ſhall howe- 


e eer content my ſelf with a tranſient Acco- 
e- modation of it: Chap. 4. ver. 5. For all Peo- 
ir ple will walk every one in the Name of his 


at G,; and we will walk in the Name of the 


be Tord our God for ever, and ever. This in- 
by timates to us, that all People have ſome 
ch Notions of a Deity, and the Worſhip which 
a- is due to him; as alfo, that whatever they 
fe, WE embrace and fall in with, under that Noti- 
il! on, tho? never ſo Idolatrous and Superſtiti- 
# ous, they are generally very Reſolutè in it; 
he Every one will walk in the Name of his God. 
we therefore much more, as if the Prophet 
bad ſaid, who have the true God, and the 
t en God to be ours, ſhould Reſolve, that 

ve will walk in the Name of the Lord our 
lan Go for ever, and ever. Hence it is, that 
. when the People of Iſrae] are faid to have 


of changed their Glory, that is, their God, and 


ole their Worſhip ; it is ask'd with Wonder, 


for Hatha Nation changed their Gods, which yet 
fe- (7720 Gods 7' Tho' many worſhip vain and 
ro: {naginary Deities, and ſuch as are no Gods, 
we et has it been known that they have 
27 D 4 changed 


8 
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changed them? And upon the Iſraelites ha- 
ving ated at fo fooliſh a rate, tis preſently 
added, Be eftoniſhed O ye Heavens at this, 
and be ye horribly afraid, Jer. 2. 11. 
Now, what was the manner of People 
in thoſe times, when they worſhip'd diff. 
rent Gods, has ſtill continued to be the man- 
ner of the World where they have wor- 
ſhip'd in different ways; tho? they have 
own'd one and the ſame God. Every one is 
for walking in that way which he has fd 
upon, and of which he has entertained the 

: 2 Opinion, whatever it be that firſt 
determin'd, and engag'd him. Some are 
led purely by Education, Others are govern'd 
very powertully by Intęreſ, and Many are 
{wayed by meer Humour, and the Friend 
ſhip or Converſation of agreeable Compani- | 
ons: Yet each of theſe we ſee very warm | 
and zealous for the Way they have fal'n in- 3 

( 
b 


to. And ſhall not thoſe, who have bee 
wrought upon, by a Spirit off Regenergtion, 


and who by /troxg inward Convittions 0 

5 their Duty and Happineſs, have been fixed t 

for God and Heaven, much more take upaſſ o 
Reſolution, that, where they haye thus mth 9; 
with God, they will continue to walk with x 
bim ass long as they live? I ſhould never en to 
tertain a hard Thought of any, that, upolſ 2; 
füch F Principle, ſtood up for this or tl} w 


other Church, and Society of Chriſtian 
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f only I muſt plead the Reaſonableneſs that 
V the ſame Allowance ſhould be made by 
„Them to Others 1 
Tris, I am perſwaded, is the Caſe of 
e many of the Diſſenters, and that which has 
rendred their Way of Worſhip very deſirable 
n- and valuable to them, But if beſides this, 
they ſet themſelves ſeriouſly to conſider 
ve things, (according to our fir/f eAdmonition) 
s and thereupon apprehend that the Way they - 
have choſex is moſt agreeable to Scriptare, - 
he and the Rule which CHriſt has given us, they 
rſt ought to abide by it, in the Jewiſh Phraſe, 
are W for ever and ever, or, in other Words, from 
nd Generation to Generation. 
are TEE grand Point, whichſthe Diſſenters 
nd- are contending for, is this, that nothing 
ani· be inſiſted on, as a Term of Communion, 
rm but what our Bleſſed Lord has required, 
1 and laid down, as ſuch, in the Received 
xl Canon of the e And whilſt we 
ion thus ſtand up for the Original Plan of our 
„i Religion, and the fri? pure unmixt Inſti» 
xl tutions of it, we think we may look upon 
. our ſelves as walking in the Name of the Lord 
our God; and that, in this way of doing ſo, 
Vie ought to Perſevere. This we apprehend 
to be the only means of enlarging the Foun- 
dations of the Church, ſo as to take in All, 
who ſincerely Believe and Obey the Goſpel; 
ang at the fame time ſecuring the Sacred 
? : SO Ib Me 54s hn Men. 17 Fo END „ * 16 


Inclo- 


we 4,5 


58 TheDuy of the Difſemers as as now 


Incloſure, ſo as to keep ons All, who are 
Diſobedient and Unbelievers. Till Mat- 
ters be reduc'd to this Standard, e have 
no Hope of ever ſeeing thoſe happy Times, 
which the Prophet Micah ſpeaks: of, when 
God ſhould ſo Gloriouſly appear in the 
midſt of them that did Reſolve to woalk in 
his Name. 

ANp if this be really the Way to ſuch 
Bleſſings, it ſhould not only encourage a, 
to maintain our Sentiments, but ſhould 
engage others to come into them. How 
defirable a thing muſt it be, to ſee ſuch a 
Prophecy fulfilPd ? r ſhall come to paſs in 
the laſt Days, that the Mountain of the Honſe 
of the LO RD ſhall be eff aÞ ed in #he Top 
of the Mountains, and it { I be exalted a- 
bove the Hills, rid Pap pf ſpall flow unto it. 
Aud many Nations [ball come and ſay, Come 
and let us go up to the Mountainof the LORD, 
a4 to the Houſe of the God Jacob, and he 
20] teach us of his ways, am we will walk 
in his paths : for the Law'ſhall go forth of 
Zion, and the Word of the OR From ſe- 
ruſalem, ud he ſhall. judge among many 
Pe ple, and rebuke ſtrong Nations afar off, 
b '#hey ſhall beat their Swords into Plow: 
haves, and their Spears into Prumning-hooks: 
Nation ſhall not lift up a Sword again Nation, 
acit her ſpall they learn War any more,” Bit 
they ſho fit. overy. Mam under his Vine, and 


under 
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under bis Fig-tree, and none 2 
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It make them 
afraid: > as the Mouth of the LORD of Hoſts 
2 ſpoken it, Micah 4. begin. Now, as 
- as 1 think the Principles we adhere to 
do promi ſe ſueh a State of things, tis fit 
we ſhould be concerned about them, and 
firmly reſolv*d-to pen in them. 
Non ſhould it be thought ſufficient pri. 
vately to entertain ſuch Opinions; but, as 
Men are called to it, and as they have Op- 
portunity, they ought to — a public 
Teſtimony of . receiving and avowing 
3 eſpec Rs when the Conſequences 
of their doing 0, are like to be great and 


conſiderable. I am ſatisfied that if all who 


agree with the Difſenters in 'the Point 


| 8 would think it their Duty 


to appear With them in Declaring ſo muell, 
it would more tend to promote ive Piery, 
and, at laſt, a good Underſtanding, amongſt 
us, than fbr any to lie under the Ci picion 
of what they care not to own However, 
I would hope, that fach as have hitherto 
continued with us, Will not ſbriaꝶ under 
the preſent Tha of their Conſtancy: and In- 
tegrity, God has many times own'd in a 
very /ignal mænner an Open and eAdventn- 
YOUS 2 when tlioſe who have been con- 

ittle Shifts and Expedi erte, have 

prov? "really Sufferers, by thoſe means from 


which they promis d rhemſelves Peate and 
Secur ; How 
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60 The D. 
Ho far Was Daniel tranſported beyond 
all the Arguings of Heſb and Blood, and the 

Common Meaſures of human Prudence, 


Wor 


| ty of the Dif enters agnow 


when he perſiſted not only in the Worſhip 


of God, but in ſuch a particular manner of 
Worſhip, as he knew would expoſe him, 


and prove an Occaſion of his being thrown 
into the Dex of: Lions ? He knew an irrevo- 
cable Decree; was ſigned, he knew how 


much depended upon his being prov'd an 


Offender; and yet with an amazing Great. 
neſs of Mind he goes on juſi as he us d to 
da, as openly and undiſturb'd as if he knew 


there had been no Danger at all in what 
be did. That one Verſe, Dan. 6. 10. gives 


a very noble and moſt affecting Proof of a 


Braus and Steddy Conduct in Matters of 


Religion, Mor wwhes Daniel knew that the 
Mriting uus ſigned, he went into his Houſe, 


and his. Windows being oper in his Chamber 
toward Jeruſalem, be knaeled upon his Kyces 


three times a Day, and Prayed, and gave 


Thanks before his God, «AS. HE DID 


eAFORE-TIME. What I would lay thc 
Streſs. upon here, is the laſt Expreſſion, 


He - Prayed and gave Thanks as be did 


afore-time, | We vill readily. grant, that he 


was obliged, at all Hazards, to worſhip the 
Vue God, in Oppoſition to all Izalatrow 


een ke Jene 4098: 
EEE” {ll 
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| at that Juncture: w 


6 


——ů— 


ding to that known Place, 1 Kings 8. Bur | 
was there a ny Neceſſity that he ſhould ue 
ar his Window, | ſo as to be ſeen or heard 
there? „ 


"Tis plain that Darius the King had 


ſuch an Opinion of Daniel, and ſuch a ve- 


ry great eAfﬀettion for him, that no Saſpi 
0 K him would have taken BAER. 


cions again 


for even when a Number of his Exemies 


had aſſembled, and found him making Sup- 
plication, ſo as that they were able to give 
in the fullef Evidence of the Fact; yet the 
King was ſore diſpleaſed with himſelf for 
making ſuch a Decree, and ſet his Heart 
o Daniel to deliver him, and-labour'd to do 
it till the going down of the Sun, ver. 14. 
Now as he was thus fecure againſt any 
Suſpicions, and even againſt ſome Degrees 


of Evidence, might not Daniel have been 


true to his Religion, and yet have kept him- 


ſelf out of Danger? Would not Common 


Prudence, as ſome ſpeak, have ſuggeſted, 
that he might retire at different Hours, and 


might have prayed at ſuch a Diſtance from 


his Wizdow, and in ſo ſoft a manner, as not 
to be diſcovered or over-heard ? Eſpecially 


| fince it was but for thirty Days that he 


was to be under this Confizement : and con- 
ſidering withal how much depended upon 
his acting 2 and under Covert, 
n not only his 1 

Yeo 


r © i 


2 


N 


o . 

. 

' 4% 

ts 
zi 
an 
190 
4 

* 

4 
N 

3 
1 

i" 

3 

. 
"+ 
1 3 
4 

1 
7 
x 
+ 
= 

1 

1 

3 

8 
* 

N 
it 

* 

1 

mY 

+ 

19 

Fs. 

* 

. 
We N 
1 
1 * 
Ce” 
* 

F' 
6.4% 

1 , 

WV 

El 

8 
* 

a 

” 

p Ki 

3B 

4 + 

* 
ba 
„ 
> 
* 
N 4 

SEE 
W 
q £ 
12 
. 

F> 

24 
Me, 
4 

* 

1 

1 

4 
72 

N 

3 
1 

kl 


mak — 
. Ms: — th Sf E wy 
. 


ah > 1 
# e ＋ 


I ** 


> 8 
e 2 RY ST 
— n * 


\ ds 1 * 
ne r 
; * 54 1 2 


DDD 


E 
. „ 4 — * 
—— —.— 1 
* * 


8 4 — 2 ns > 
r 


— — —— 
a 


4 
TR 
* 
Y 
= 7 
= / 
7 
| 
> 
45 
* o 
7 
1 
» <P 9 
« 
| 


G2 1 be Duty of the Diſſenters as now 


Preferments and his very Life lay at Stake; 
but in all probability the Fewſh Nation muſt 
ſuffer under the dreadful Conſequences of 
his being cut off. Yea, the Peace and 
.Proſperity of the whole State ſeem'd in a 
great meaſure to depend upon this Daniel; 
f Whom it is ſaid, when he was prefer d 
above the Prefidents and Princes, that ſuch 
an excellent Spirit was in him, the King 
thought to ſet him over the whole Realm. 
And yet all this laid together did not al- 

ter his Behaviour one jot, or make him vary 
in oe Circumſtance ; but as he continued to 
worſhip his God, ſo he did it in the ſame way 
and manner. as he did afore-time ; that is, 
juft. as he would have done, if ſuch a Decree 
had never been made. Such an Example 
as this ſhould not be look d upon only as 
_ what is worthy to be eAdmired, but as fit to 
be Imitated. . 

Bur I fee I muſt conclude; and that | 
ſhall do by leaving with you theſe follow- 
ing Iyferexces; which may alſo be look'd 
upon as further Directions to us, in our 
Conduct and Behaviour, under ſuch a Cir- 
cumſtance as that in our Text 
xx cx this is indeed our Caſe to be every 

"where ſpoken again, this ſhould make us 
every where watchful over our ſelves, that 
we give nojuſtOccaſion to any to ſpea Evil 
of us. Tatze Care that nothing be brought 

Ry pt | | ga inſt 


1 
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gainſt us, but in the Matters of our God; 
that we ſuffer. not as Evil Doers +: in any re- 
pect, but only for the Sake of a;GeodCox- 
cience, and then happy are xe. 

- AGArn; Our being every where ſpokes 
again by Men, ſhould make us more con- 
cerned to ſecure the Favour of Gog, and to 
approve our ſelves to him ; and that will be 
inſtead of the Smiles of Princes, and better 
than all the Honours and Enjoyments of the 
World. Let us remember and ſeriouſly 
think of this, that to make a ftricter Pro 1} 
feſſion than others, is but to render our — 


) 

N ſelves the more unhappy and miſerable at 1 

, laſt, if our Hearts are not right with God, „ 
e | We had need look to it that we be very 5 | 

e Jnucere in what we do: or elſe whilſt we 

s are reproached by Fogg about us for ma- 


o king ſuch a Pr 1051 we are ſure to be ) 

abhor'd and rejected of God, becauſe we "i e 
have 20 more than a Profeſſion. 33 FP 
v. Fux TH ER, Our being commonly ſpoken 


d gain, ſhould be an Occaſion of increaſing 

ur ¶ brot herly Love: It ſhould fix a more hearty 

ir- and laſting Affection for one another; that 

the more others are pravok'd to Strife and 

Hatred, the more we may be provok'd to 

Love and Good Works. hs 
FinALLY, Your being ſpoken again 3 

ſhould not excite any #ndue Reſentments —— 
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